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of national concern. On the other frand there
can be little doubt that America has paid a
high price for this advantage in the abstention
of her best minds from the political career.
Unfortunately what the best minds have left
aside minds not the best have been quick to
seize, and under their direction the process of
law-making, which the founders of the Republic
were intent on curbing, has run to unparalleled
lengths, with Prohibition as its crowning achieve-
ment.

The other feature on which light is thrown
from the same source is the lawlessness prevalent
in all, or nearly all, the great cities* The
statistics of crime, of murders in particular, of
which only a small proportion is detected and a
still smaller proportion followed by conviction,
are appalling. At this point the " American
dream" which received its baptism at the
Revolution becomes somewhat of a nightmare,
But here again the observer needs to be on
his guard against judging the whole by
the part. Viewing it as an isolated pheno-
menon one might conclude that the lawlessness
of America was enough to sink the stoutest
ship of state that ever was built But far moit
significant than the lawlessness of the minority
is the law-abidingness of the vast majority*
When one remembers that America has been
peopled from the first by rebels in em or rebels
in posse, " disobedient children *' gathered from